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BOOK REVIEW

The Graham Stuart Thomas Rose Book

By Graham Thomas, Gardens Consultant to the
National Trust of the United Kingdom

This well-known rosarian’s “bible” is, without a
doubt, worth your time, no matter what level of
reading you give it.

It is the bringing together of Graham Thomas’
three fine books: The OId Shrub Rose (13855),
Shrub Roses of Today (1962), and Climbing
Roses Old and New (1965), making this volume
truly a treasure. Thomas’ books were not only
combined but were also substantially revised
and updated with new material added. This
compiles, in one publication, as much
information about roses as you can find.

This is a practical and helpful book, but it is also
a pleasure to read simply because so many
historical facts are made available. Thomas
takes us step-by-step through a discussion of
the appeal and development of the rose from the
simple single, five petal rose, to the complex
rose of today. From this book, we are given the
opportunity to develop a thorough sense of the
depth of the rose in history along with its’ role in
our world today.

The book also contains wonderful quotes. There
are snippets from the poetry of Edmund
Spencer’'s The Fairie Queen and Shakespeare’s
Henry The V, along with words from William
Cullen Bryant.

Graham Thomas’ effort is literary and stimulating
as well as functional for the serious gardener.
Borrow the book from the Rose Garden Library
and study it. You will be glad you did.
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PRINCESS MICHIKO

Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko of Japan
visited The Huntington on 21 June 1994. In
honor of their visit, Nadine Skotheim cut buds
and blossoms from the rose Princess Michiko
and presented a bouquet to the Empress who
immediately recognized it as “her” rose. She
was still carrying the bouquet at the end of the
day.

The rose Princess Michiko (a floribunda),
propagated by A. Dickson, was introduced to the
market in 1966. It is bushy and large, with semi-
double corollas of 15 petals, cup-shaped. It is
orange-bronze in color with yellow eyes and
shiny leaves.

The parents of this rose are; ‘Circus’ and
‘Spartan.” ‘Circus’ is bushy and large with
corolias of 52 petals in bunches, yellow marked
with pink, salmon or scarlet, semi-glossy,
coriaceous (of or like leather) leaves. ‘Spartan’
has pointed buds, flowers orange-red to reddish
coral, double corollas with 30 petals, big-
centered, large (3-3-1/2”) blooms, borne single
and in clusters, very fragrant; foliage dark,
leathery, glossy, vigorous, bushy growth.

Empress Michiko comes from the same type of
strong family background as the rose that
carries her name. The Empress was born in
Tokyo 20 October 1934, the eldest daughter of
the family of Hidesabuno Shoda. The Shoda
family is prominent both in industrial and
academic circles, having among its relatives two
recipients of the Order of Culture (abstract
mathematics and chemistry) the finest academic
honor conferred upon distinguished scholars
and artists by the Emperor.

Empress Michiko attended Seinshin (Sacred
Heart) junior and senior high schools. In 1953
she entered the University of the Sacred Heart,
specializing in English literature in the
Department of Foreign Languages. She
graduated valedictorian of her class.
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Empress Michiko is a lover of literature and she
herself composes waka (traditional Japanese
poems.)

Princess Michiko married Crown Prince Akihito
on 10 April 1959. The Emperor and Empress
have three grown children. The Princess Michiko
was very intimately involved in the care and
nurturing of these children.

When you are in the Rose Garden take time to
visit the rose Princess Michiko and compare its
beauty with the person for whom it is named. It
will give you a striking example of and answer to
that question we are so often asked, “Why are
roses named after certain individuals?” You will
find this rose at the western end of Bed #14.
Princess Michiko is still available for purchase in
Australia and Japan.
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ROSE PROPAGATION CLASS

The Huntington Rose Garden Propagation Class
has successfully completed its instructional
program. The new Rose Propagators are:

Lee Bass, Catherine Brammer, Martha Burkard,
Dorothy Fansler, Nancy Ferguson, John Gawley,
Tina Hirose, Myriam Hu, Carolyne Lacy, Clair
Martin, Kathleen McCrimlisk, Marion Patterson,
Robin Rodriquez, Debbie Smith, and Bea Whyld.

The first class, July 12, 1999, included a tour of
the greenhouse and potting area. Teresa
Turnelle, Nursery Manager, was introduced. One
of Teresa’s many duties is the operation of the
computer programs that control the humidity
through misting and the heating systems of the
greenhouses. Clair and Teresa worked together,
prior to our meeting, to determine and develop
the proper table misting schedule for the
propagation of roses.

After the tour of the facility, we went to the Rose
Garden. Clair demonstrated the procedures for
taking rose cuttings, known as “striking”, and
took several cuttings of ‘lceberg”. Back in the
potting area, students were shown the proper
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sand/perelite mix to use and correct first-step
procedures.

During the second session on July 19, the
individual students took their first cuttings. Clair
had prepared a list of roses to be propagated.
Working in pairs, we were given the name and
location of a rose to strike. With cuttings in
plastic bags and properly identified, it was back
to the potting bench to put our new knowledge
to work. To date a total of 259 cuttings have
been processed.

Using our previous facilities, and with some luck,
cuttings on the misting table would have rooted
in approximately eight weeks. However, working
in our magnificent new nursery facilities, we
were very excited to learn our first cuttings
produced rooted plants by August 23, a scant six
weeks after our first effort. As of August 23,
1999 we are proud to announce the Rose
Propagation Organization has produced 28 new
rooted rose plants.

Under Clair's leadership, the Rose Garden
Docents and Volunteers have forged another
innovation in The Huntington Rose Garden; the
introduction of the first formal Rose Propagation
Organization. Look out Jackson and Perkins.

Martha Bur%ara
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CURATOR’S CORNER

BY ANY OTHER NAME, WOULD SMELL, AS
SWEET...

ROSE FRAGRANCE®

...By the time of the ancient Greeks, someone
had discovered that fats and oils absorbed and
retained fragrance. If you've ever stored your
butter next to an unwrapped onion in the fridge,
you understand what | mean! The earliest
cosmetics and perfumes were concocted by
steeping rose petals in olive or other vegetable
oils. Much later someone discovered that by
slowly heating rose petals in water you can
produce Rose Water. Rose Water doesn’t smell
very “rosy” because only one of the essential
oils constituting the essence of rose is capable
of dissolving this way.

Later still, probably in India or Persia, someone
discovered that they could produce a
concentrated essence by distilling rose petals.
This process brings the water and petals to a
boil and the steam produced is collected and
cooled and the resulting oily product is called
attar of rose. Attar is from the Persian word
“atir” for perfumed. While stronger than rose
water, this essence is still rather ephemeral, the
heat used in producing attar actually affects its
strength, diminishing the resulting fragrance.
Nonetheless, this waxy attar is often the key
component in the most expensive of designer
perfumes and for good reason. As it takes the
entire spring harvest of one acre of roses to
produce one pound of attar!

Today, most perfumers use chemical solvents to
produce a more concentrated rose essence.
Rose petals are soaked in petroleum solvents,
which remove the essential fragrances and wax
from the flowers and produce a brown waxy
essence called ‘concrete’. This ‘concrete’ can be
further refined by dissolving it in pure alcohol
which separates the essential oils from the wax.
This sticky, brownish oil is called the ‘absolute’
and is the final stage in the purification of rose
fragrance. The wax retains enough scent that it
is not thrown out but sold to cosmetic
manufacturers for a good price and used in the
manufacture of lipsticks and other cosmetics.
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Less expensive rose perfumes are distilled from
geraniums, tropical grasses, and other flowers,
or can be synthesized artificially. It isn’t
important that product produced smells like a
rose; that’'s all part of the alchemical art of
combining various fragrances to produce one
that pleases the senses.

Human beings are able to classify and retain
thousands of pieces of scent information in our
long term memory with more accuracy than any
of our other perceptions save vision, our primary
stimulus. We remember what we have smelled
and associate those stimuli with unforgettable
events throughout our lives. 1 still flash back to
my grandparents’ beach house every time | pass
a planting of star jasmine. The scent floods my
mind with images of a red-tiled courtyard
festooned with jasmine plants. This was where
we kids had to hose off the beach sand before
we could go into the house. For me, there is no
stronger association to fragrance than that
happy memory of long ago.

©1999, Clair Martin from 100 OLD ROSES
for the AMERICAN GARDEN
GPair Martin

ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES COMPLETE

The transition to new co-chairpersons for the
Rose Garden Docent organization is now
complete.

We are pleased to announce the new co-chairs
are Martha Crissman and Jim Elliott.

Your usual excellent support will insure our
continued success as an organization.

Emina Darakjy has taken over the responsibility
of producing the bi-monthly Docent calendar.
Dorothy Fansler will continue to provide
technical support to Emina for the balance of
1999.
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ROSE GARDEN REVIEW CLASS

A series of Rose Garden Review classes
will be presented exclusively to Rose
Garden Docents and Rose Garden
Tuesday Volunteers. The schedule for
these classes is as follows:

Monday — Oct. 4, 1999 — 1:00 — 2:30 PM

Monday — Oct. 11. 1999 — 1:00 — 2:30 PM

Monday — Oct. 25, 1999 — 1:00 — 2:30 PM

The rose care issues to be covered are:
A. Disease and Insect Control

Fertilizing

Planting

Pruning

moow

Selection
F. Watering

The focus will be on The Huntington
techniques used for each of these
functions and will give all of you a more
complete background for discussion
with visitors.

It is strongly recommended that each
Docent attend these classes. Tuesday
Volunteers may attend if they choose.

Please confirm your participation
by contacting:

Martha Crissman (626) 795-2229
MEcrissman@aol.com
OR
Clair Martin (626) 405-2164
cmartin@Huntington.org
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PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF THE

NEW FORMAT FOR THE
ROSE GARDEN DOCENT

ORGANIZATION CALENDAR

1.

it is EXTREMELY
important that you
check in and out on
the computer located
in the foyer near the
Docent Room and the
Educational Offices.
On Sunday, sign in
and our on the list
located in the
Information kiosk.

It is equally important
for you to record the
number of Vvisitors
with whom you have
contact. A copy of
this calendar is
located in the Rose
Garden supply
cabinet located
behind the China and
Tea beds.

Monthly reports are
produced from this
data. With your name
more clearly defined,
making this entry
should not be a
problem.




